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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 18 February 2006 . 
2a)^ This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-15.17 and 18 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) [3 Claim(s) 1-15.17 and 18 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 13-15, 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Morrision 
et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,522,772). 

3. As per claim 13, Morrison et al teach a method for self-checkout of items that are sold on 
a restricted basis, the method comprising following scanning of an item by a self-checkout 
customer, retrieving from a database a record indicating whether the scanned item is a restricted 
item; when the item is a restricted item, verifying a characteristic of the customer, the verifying 
comprising: receiving a target data input at a biometric sensor, the target data characterizing a 
biometric feature of the customer; retrieving from a database a plurality of candidate records, 
each of the records comprising biometric attribute data associated with a different one of a 
plurality of customers; comparing the target data to the biometric attribute data in the plurality of 
records to identify a matching record; when a matching record is identified, based on the 
matched record, determining whether the item sold on a restricted basis can be sold to the 
customer, in response to the signal indicating a need for supervisory assistance, initiating an 
exception process whereby input is received from a store attendant to cause a new database 
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record to be generated, the new database record enabling automated age verification of the 
customer during subsequent purchase transactions (fig 1, column 1 lines 25-57, column 2 lines 
44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the entire disclosure). 

4. As per claim 14, Morrison et al teach a method wherein: the restricted basis comprises an 
age restriction; verifying further comprises receiving from the customer a date of birth; and 
retrieving the plurality of candidate records comprises querying based on the date of birth to 
retrieve the plurality of records (fig 1, column 2 lines 44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the entire 
disclosure). 

5. As per claim 15, Morrison et al teach a method further comprising: generating a signal 
indicating a need for supervisory assistance when a matching record cannot be identified (fig 1, 
column 2 lines 44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the entire disclosure). 

6. As per claim 17, Morrison et al teach a method of processing input at a supervisory 
terminal in a self-checkout system using a handheld supervisory device, the method comprising: 
at a self-checkout station, generating a supervisory request signal indicating that input of 
customer biometric data is required to further the processing of a self-checkout transaction by a 
customer, transmitting the supervisory request signal to a handheld supervisory device, the 
handheld device comprising a biometric sensor; and at the handheld supervisory device, 
receiving the supervisory request signal, presenting a prompt alerting a user of the handheld 
device that input of customer biometric data is necessary; receiving customer biometric data at 
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the biometric sensor; and transmitting the biometric data to the self-checkout station (fig 1, 
column 2 lines 44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the entire disclosure). 

7. As per claim 18, Morrison et al teach a method wherein the biometric sensor comprises a 
fingerprint sensor (fig 1, column 2 lines 44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the entire disclosure). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 1-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Morrison et 
al (U.S. Patent No. 6,522,772) in view of Lapsley et al (U.S. PG Pub No. 2002/001981 1). 

10. As per claim 1, Morrison et al teach a self-checkout system comprising: a self-checkout 
station configured for customer-operated self-checkout of items for purchase; and a controller 
operatively coupled to the mobile terminal and to the self-checkout station, the controller being 
configured to send data over a wireless network to the mobile terminal instructing the mobile 
terminal to initiate a biometric data capture operation, the biometric data capture operation being 
related to a self-checkout transaction (fig 1, column 2 lines 44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the 
entire disclosure). Morrison et al fail to teach a mobile data terminal comprising a wireless 
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network interface and a biometric data sensor. However, Lapsley et al teach a mobile data 
terminal comprising a wireless network interface and a biometric data sensor {see paragraph 
0040, 0041). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art a the time 
the invention was made to modify the inventive concept of Morrison et al to include Lapsley et 
al's mobile data terminal comprising a wireless network interface and a biometric data sensor 
because this would have enhance the flexibility of the system by allowing customer to purchase 
any item without the help of any cashier. 

11. As per claim 2, Morrison et al teach a self-checkout station is one of a plurality of self- 
checkout stations and the mobile terminal is operatively coupled to the plurality of self-checkout 
stations; the data sent to the mobile terminal to initiate the biometric data capture comprises data 
identifying at least one self-checkout station for which biometric data capture is to be performed 
{see fig 1). 

12. As per claim 3, Morrison et al teach a system wherein the biometric sensor comprises a 
sensor selected from the group consisting of a fingerprint sensor, an iris recognition scanner, and 
a voice recognition device {see column 7 line 10-57). 

13. As per claim 4, Morrison et al teach a system wherein the biometric data capture 
operation comprises receiving fingerprint attribute data at a fingerprint sensor {see column 7 line 
10-57). 
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14. As per claim 5, Morrison et al teach a system wherein: the controller is a shared 
controller operatively coupled to each of the plurality of checkout stations; and the controller is 
configured to administer biometric data capture for multiple ones of the plurality of self- 
checkout stations (see fig 1). 

15. As per claim 6, Morrison et al teach a system wherein the biometric data capture 
operation further comprises input of a date of birth (fig 1, column 2 lines 44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46- 
60, and the entire disclosure) 

16. As per claim 7, Morrison et al teach a system wherein the controller is configured to 
query a database using the date of birth as a key to retrieve a plurality of candidate age 
verification records, each record associating the date of birth with biometric attribute data 
characterizing a customer fingerprint previously captured at a fingerprint sensor (see column 7 
line 10-57). 

17. As per claim 8, Morrison et al teach a system wherein: the controller is one of a plurality 
of controllers; each self-checkout station comprises a co-located one of the plurality of 
controllers; and each of the controllers is operatively coupled to the data terminal (see fig 1). 

18. As per claim 9, Morrison et al teach a system wherein: the mobile data terminal is one of 
a plurality of supervisory terminals; a first one of the supervisory terminals is operatively 
coupled to the controller by a wireless data network; and a second one of the supervisory 
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terminals is operatively coupled to the controller by a wired data network (fig 1, column 2 lines 
44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the entire disclosure). 

19. As per claim 10, Morrison et al teach a system wherein the mobile data terminal is a 
battery operated mobile supervisory device (see fig 1). 

20. As per claim 11, Morrison et al teach a system wherein: the mobile data terminal and the 
controller interoperate to perform a plurality of supervisory functions associated with customer 
self-checkout at the checkout station; the supervisory functions comprise processing of a 
payment transaction (fig 1, column 2 lines 44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the entire disclosure). 

21 . As per claim 12, Morrison et al teach a system wherein: the payment transaction 
comprises a payment type selected from the group consisting of a credit card payment, a debit 
card payment, and an electronic funds transfer payment; and processing the payment transaction 
further comprises receiving a signature input at the mobile data terminal (fig 1, column 2 lines 
44-3 line 18, 8 lines 46-60, and the entire disclosure). 

Response to Arguments 

22. Applicant's arguments filed February 16 th , 2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/687,72 1 Page 8 

Art Unit: 3621 

a. Applicant argues that the prior art (Morrison et al) fail to suggest or disclose "a 
method of a self check out of items sold on a restricted basis that further comprising, 
inter alia, in response to the signal indicating a need for supervisory assistance, initiating 
an exception process whereby input is received from a store attendant to cause a new 
database record to be generated, said new database record enabling automated age 
verification of said customer during subsequent purchase transactions." Examiner 
respectfully disagrees with Applicant's characterization of Morrison et al's disclosure. 
Morrison et al clearly teach a self-service checkout terminal is a system which is operated 
by a customer without the aid of a checkout clerk. During operation of the self-service 
checkout terminal, the customer may enter an item which requires verification of certain 
characteristics of the customer. In particular, the customer's items for purchase may 
include restricted items which by law or otherwise require verification of certain 
characteristics of the customer. For example, if the customer's items for purchase include 
restricted items such as tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, or certain solvents, the 
customer's age may have to be verified prior to the sale thereof. Typically, the 
verification of such characteristics (i.e. age) requires intervention into the customer's 
transaction by a store employee such as a customer service manager. In particular, when 
the customer enters a restricted item into the self-service checkout terminal, the customer 
service manager is notified via either a flashing light or an audible sound that intervention 
is needed prior to completion of the customer's transaction. Hence, prior to completing 
the customer's transaction, the customer service manager must approach the customer and 
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verify the customer's age by, for example, checking the customer's driver's license or 
other form of identification {see background of the invention). 

Conclusion 

23. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to FIRMN BACKER whose telephone number is 571-272-6703. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Trammell can be reached on (571) 272-6712. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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